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ficulty in furmounting their mutual prejudices, even
where no law intcrpofes its prohibition. The punifh-
ment of lofmg call which correfponds to excommu-
nication with us, is infinitely more dreadful in its
effbch than it was in the dark ages in Europe. It no
doubt is a firong check upon the conduct: to render
it a falutrry one it fhould only be made the punifti-
ment of Immorality. This, however, is by no means
the cafe: fincc a Hindoo, of the moft abandoned
character, may retain his rank ; while an honeft man,
by touching impure food, or by fome trivial delin-
quency, will be degraded, and perhaps forfeit all
countenance of fociety. Morality, the offspring of
religion, is here feparated from it; and deemed en-
tirely unconne&ed with a fubjeQ: of which it con-
ftitutes fo eflential a part.

THE parlies themfelves are betrothed during their
infancy, and the bufinefs is,, without their confent,
concluded by the parents with great folemnity. A
perfon* verfant in their family genealogy, is employed
by the parents on both fides j frequent meetings of
the relation are called, when the rank and meriis of
each family, are fully difcuffed by thefe genealogifte*
After thefe important preliminaries are adjufted, an
degant feaft is provided, and the agreement is finally
, ratified; though the parties are allowed no intercourfe
whatever till the age of puberty. Symptoms of that
ftate no fooaer are difcovered in the female, than the
ceremony and feaft, correfpoiiding to
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